This is my input on specific questions and talking topics to pre questions:
Consider what you know about border and coastal security and focus on three important issues, concerns, events, policies, or other Homeland Security related aspects and share your thoughts. For each, at a minimum, individually discuss What is it? Why is it important? How does it affect the security of our nation? Do we need to do anything about it? What?

	The important issues I’m going to discuss this week’s post, although there are many, are Smuggling, Human Trafficking, Border Paradox and Spending. Smuggling typically done by a “coyote” or a person that moves things undetected to enforcement illegally over border lines, has become an increasing issue over the years. The smuggling of drugs, people with their will or against it, which also carries ties to terrorism within the United States, as well as illicit goods. The many issues surrounding smuggling ties into my second topic, which is human trafficking. Human Trafficking is loosely defined as either coercing or forcefully abducting someone and forcing them to do sexual acts or a specific type of labor, well not in their hometown or even country. This is related to smuggling because typically the person is either transferred into the United States or out of it through the border. These acts affect the country in many other ways than the individual, it threatens safety including increases the risk of terrorist attacks, damages our economy financially, and the drugs smuggled across create catastrophes like overdoses and murders in excess. This is an issue we should devote more time into creating solutions that limit these acts or prevents them completely. Increasing an added effort in decreasing these heinous acts like more coast guard patrols, an increase of border control agents, and tastefully employing smart borders.
	The border paradox discusses either an open border or closed border systems, and a hardened border which simply means an increased security around the border. I believe these paradoxes are important because they discuss hard or uncomfortable areas which can lead to positive changes and solutions. A hardened border system I support especially out of the latter, the open border paradox doesn’t mean no inspections, and everyone can just travel through with no issues. Trucks will still be inspected and random cars just as any random search procedure, but also promotes free trade. This can be damaging to our country if taken to the extreme and security gets lackadaisical, similar to a military gate for those who served, how many times has the gate guard just passed you through because they were tired that day. In addition, truck traffic will increase as well and normal traffic due to the ease of restrictions, but the biggest issue is both countries must cooperate in both effectiveness and legitimacy. If either side doesn’t hold their end of the deal, then this is damaging and costly for either governments consisting of US – Canada or US – Mexico. 
	Spending is the last issue, increasing security or basically any change to our border system will increase the budget in regard to border control. This includes smart borders and the increased use of technology, more agents or security, in general an attempt to decrease illegal immigration, and smuggling as a whole will cost millions. We must question cost effectiveness because how much is enough to stop terrorism and is it more effective to either lessen security or strengthen? I think terrorism deserves to be stopped for many reasons but in the means of financial issues, terrorism may do more damage to our economy than increasing border security, in which would lessen terrorist attacks. However, this issue is important because the studies need to be completed and projections need to be discussed, this should be a focus at every discussion in regard to a border change. 

Links to articles used, and required readings:
https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/defenddemocracy/uploads/documents/120116_JZ_Future_Counter_Terrorism.pdf

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/05/04/2017-09156/addressing-trade-agreement-violations-and-abuses

http://www.worldscientificnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/WSN-52-2016-93-105.pdf

https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/publications/ois-smuggling-wp.pdf

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL32562.pdf

https://www.brookings.edu/essay/the-wall-the-real-costs-of-a-barrier-between-the-united-states-and-mexico/




